
NFPA 470: 2022 Edition, Chapter 9.5 Hazardous Materials/WMD 
Operations Mission Specific- Evidence Preservation and Public 
Safety Sampling   

Below please find what has been previously approved by the Committee on 
Accreditation (COA) for this level of certification. This example does not take into 
consideration “Document Review”, “Portfolio”, or “Other testing methods.” 

If your agency selects completing their online Assessment Methodology Matrix (AMM) 
utilizing these test methods, our Technical Analysts may place your application under a 
COA meeting consent agenda bypassing the usual COA review. 

The spaces identified below with an “X” must be replaced with the appropriate 
cognitive test item numbers (e.g. Questions 1,4,6,7,9, etc.) or the score sheet numbers 
under Product, Psychomotor/Process methods as score sheet numbers (e.g.- SS 101, 
202, and 304, etc.). 

 

 
Knowledge-Based Assessments 

 
(graded after submission) 

Performance-Based Assessments 
 

(graded in real-time as they are performed) 

Section 

Cognitive 
 

(e.g. Multiple 
Choice, Short 

Answer, 
Discretionary Time 

with Resources) 

Product 
 

(e.g., document or 
develop a budget, 
proposal, lesson 

plan) 

Psychomotor 
 

(Primarily an observable 
physical task. e.g., don, 

do�) 

Process 
 

(Primarily a mental or 
verbalized task. e.g., 

inspect) 

9.5  Evidence Preservation and Public Safety Sampling. 

9.5.1 Perform evidence preservation and public safety sampling at a hazardous materials/WMD 
incident, given a hazardous materials/WMD incident involving potential violations of criminal statutes or 
governmental regulations, including suspicious letters and packages, illicit laboratories, a 
release/attack with a WMD agent, and environmental crimes; an assignment in an IAP; scope of the 
problem; policies and procedures; approved tools, equipment, and PPE; and access to a Hazardous 
Materials Technician, an allied professional, including law enforcement personnel or others with similar 
authority, an emergency response plan, or standard operating procedures, so that under the guidance 
of a Hazardous Materials Technician, an allied professional, an emergency response plan, or standard 
operating procedures, hazardous materials/WMD incidents with a potential violation of criminal 
statutes or governmental regulations are identified; notify agency/agencies having investigative 
jurisdiction and hazardous explosive device responsibility for the type of incident are notified; approved 



PPE is selected and used; exposures and personnel are protected; safety procedures are followed; 
hazards are avoided or minimized; evidence is identified and preserved; public safety samples are 
collected, and packaged, and the outside packaging is decontaminated; emergency responders, tools, 
and equipment are decontaminated; and evidence preservation and public safety sampling operations 
are reported and documented. 

9.5.1   X X 

9.5.1 (A)  Requisite Knowledge. Types of PPE and the hazards for which they are used; importance of 
working under the guidance of a Hazardous Materials Technician, an allied professional, including law 
enforcement personnel or others with similar authority, an emergency response plan, or standard 
operating procedures; unique aspects of a suspicious letter, a suspicious package or device, an illicit 
laboratory, or a release/attack with a WMD agent; potential violations of criminal statutes or 
governmental regulations; agencies having response authority to collect evidence and public safety 
samples; agencies having investigative law enforcement authority to collect evidence or public safety 
samples; notification procedures for agencies having investigative law enforcement authority and 
hazardous explosive device responsibility; chain-of-custody procedures; securing, characterization, 
and preservation of the scene and potential forensic evidence; approved documentation procedures; 
types of evidence; use and limitations of equipment to conduct field screening of samples to screen for 
corrosivity, flammability, oxidizers, radioactivity, volatile organic compounds (VOC), and fluorides for 
admission into the Laboratory Response Network or other forensic laboratory system; use of collection 
kits; collection and packaging of public safety samples; decontamination of outside packaging; 
prevention of secondary contamination; protection and transportation requirements for sample 
packaging; and requirements for reporting and documenting evidence preservation and public safety 
sampling operations. 

9.5.1(A) X   

9.5.1 (B) Requisite Skills.  Identifying incidents with a potential violation of criminal statutes or 
governmental regulations; identifying the agency having investigative jurisdiction over an incident that is 
potentially criminal in nature or a violation of government regulations; operating field screening and 
sampling equipment to screen for corrosivity, flammability, oxidizers, radioactivity, volatile organic 
compounds (VOC), and fluorides; securing, characterizing, and preserving the scene; identifying and 
protecting potential evidence until it can be collected by an agency with investigative authority; 
following chain-of-custody procedures; characterizing hazards; performing protools for field screening 
samples for admission into the Laboratory Response Network or other forensic laboratory system; 
protecting evidence from secondary contamination; determining agency having response authority to 
collect public safety samples; collecting public safety samples; packaging and labeling samples; 
decontaminating samples; determining agency having investigative law enforcement authority to collect 
evidence and public safety samples; decontaminating outside sample packaging; preparing samples for 
protection and transportation to a laboratory; and completing required reports and supporting 
documentation for evidence preservation and public safety sampling operations. 



9.5.1(B)  X X 

 


